By The Wedgwood Elementary PTA: JOIN IN!

JANUARY

All School Martin Luther
King Jr. Assembly
Friday, January 15
1:40 PM

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 18
NO SCHOOL

Open House at Wedgwood
Wednesday, Jan. 27
6:30-8:30 PM

Day between Semesters
Friday January 29
NO SCHOOL

NOTE: If necessary, the
first three inclement
weather make-up days will
be added at year end.

If a fourth makeup day
is needed, it will be
scheduled for January
29, 2010 (the day
between semesters).

Lunar New Year
Celebration
Friday, February 12
6-8 PM

4 A
CALENDAR
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A Message from Your Principal

Dear Wedgwood Families,

We had a wonderful first week back with our first mixer on Thursday in the library.
To start off the year | shared a selection from The Global Achievement Gap by Tony
Wagner with the staff and summarized the reading with the parents who attended
the mixer. Dr. Wagner outlines 7 survival skills that are essential if we are to prepare
our children to be competitive in a global society. In summary, in order to adequately
prepare students to be successful in our high speed growing global society, P-12
education must teach students how to collaboratively engage in critical thinking,
analysis, and creative problem solving as well as how to effectively take initiative and
communicate effectively and efficiently.

As parents it is equally our responsibility to provide opportunities to encourage
conversations as well as activities that nurture and develop these skills. | challenge
both our teachers and ourselves as parents to see how we can encourage our
children to engage in activities that require them to problem solve. It may not be for
every decision, but if we want to adequately prepare our children for the global
community of the future, we need to be intentional about allowing our children to
develop as independent critical thinkers.

We had a great discussion on Thursday and | hope you will be able to join us on
February 4™ at 930am for our next mixer. | would also like to invite all of you to
Wedgwood’s open house on January 27" from 630 -830. All schools in the district
will be having an open house to show case the amazing work that is going on in all
Seattle Public Schools. The intent for this Open House is for our community, but is
also a part of the new assignment plan. This will be the first event to welcome in new
families that will be joining our community. | hope you will be able to join us in
sharing our community with the new families joining us next year.

Denise Espania

SPIRIT Fridays

Show your Wedgwood spirit by wearing your Wedgwood gear every Friday!

Need some? Get some! Sweatshirts will be on sale on the playground before and
after school every Friday this month. Sizes are limited; Adult L and XL sizes are
already sold out. Get them while you can! Kids: $20 and Adults: $25. Proceeds

benefit school programs. GO, WEDGWOOQOD!

Have Some News to Share? News-submissions@wedgwoodelementary.org
Submission Deadline is NOON on Fridays



mailto:News-submissions@wedgwoodelementary.org
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Do you have great ideas or
skills to share?

Contact VP Volunteers

: )

Wedgwood PTA
Officers
2009 -2010

President
Rachael Weissman
reweissman@hotmail.com

VPs Fundraising
John Loschky
jloschky@yahoo.com

Emily Maher
ptaemily@gmail.com

VP Legislation
John Piccola
vplegislation.wedgwoodpta
@gmail.com

VP Membership
Gemille Wise
gemillew@hotmail.com

VP Programs
Leslie Snyder
peanut.25@comcast.net

VP Communications
Jennifer Bucher
rimlbucher@comcast.net

Recording Secretary
Catherine Stine
catstine@comcast.net

Treasurer
Wendy Champagne
wendytreasurer@gmail.com

VP Volunteers
Julie Stevens
bryceandjulie@comcast.net

Special Ed. Liaison
Athena Sarantinos
georgeathena@msn.com

Help Update Bulletin Boards

We are in need of a couple of volunteers to help update some of our informational
bulletin boards. If you can pitch in, please contact Emily Maher at
ptaemily@gmail.com or 206.529.0613. Thanks!

New Faces in
the Lunch
Room and at
Recess

Maria Turnbough, our friendly
face in the lunch room and at
recess decided to move on to a
new phase in her career by
doing more work with
supporting her family business
ventures.

We will miss her presence at
Wedgwood, but wish her the
very best.

Although big shoes to fill, we
have two parents who have
stepped up to the job with
enthusiasm! We are excited to
welcome Driss Bernani
(Matthew) and Heidi Antush
(Alison and Lauren) to the
team.

Open Houses
Scheduled at Our
Schools

Weeknight open houses will be held from 6:30 —
8:30 p.m. and Saturday open houses will be held
from 10 a.m. — 12 p.m. unless otherwise noted in
the schedule.

The intended audiences for these open houses are
parents and guardians; we apologize but no child
care will be available. For interpretation services,
please contact the school three days before the
scheduled open house date.

The full schedule is available at
http://www.seattleschools.org/area/eso/OpenHou

seSchedule.pdf

School visits will also be scheduled beginning mid-
February. Wedgwood will be hosting our Open
House on January 27" from 6:30-8:30 pm.

Important information about the new assignment
plan and enrollment is available at
www.seattleschools.org.

School Ambassadors Needed

We are looking for a few good parents who love our community and would be excited
to share their experiences and knowledge with potential families as we invite them to
an evening Open House and daytime tours. The dates and volunteer hours are:

* Open House: Jan 27, 6:00-8:30 pm (event 6:30-8:30 pm)

* School Tours:

Feb 24, 9:00-10:45 am (tour 9:30-10:30)
March 1, 1:10-3:00 pm (tour 1:40-2:40)
March 16, 9:00-10:45 am (tour 9:30-10:30)

We need several parent volunteers to help with these events. Please pick a date you
can help, contact gemillew@hotmail.com and Join In!
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Calling All Volunteers!!!

A volunteer form went home last Wednesday asking for your help! Volunteers are
needed for all PTA events and committees for the balance of the school year. Here
is your chance to pitch in and make a difference at Wedgwood. Please fill out the
blue Volunteers form and return it to school by Friday January 15th. These very fun
and enriching events for your families cannot happen without the support of the
Wedgwood parent community. If you have any questions please direct them to Julie
Stevens at bryceandjulie@comcast.net. THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Scrip Order due Thurs, January 14th

Mid-Winter Break is coming up! Buy SCRIP cards for your vacation needs. See the
Travel Section on ShopWithScrip.com for Hotel, Airline, and Car Rental Deals.
EXAMPLES:

Best Western Hotels  12% rebate to Wedgwood
(Wedgwood receives $12.00 for each $100 spent at Best Western)

Budget Car Rental 8% rebate to Wedgwood
(Wedgwood receives $8.00 for each $100 spent at Budget Car Rental)

Relax and enjoy your week in the Sun. Both you and Wedgwood will benefit!

SCRIP Order Forms Due ¢ Thursday, January 14th
SCRIP Cards Delivered — Friday, January 22nd

Questions: Antonyia Kranz — antonyia@gmail.com
Marcie Kellegrew — marciekellegrew@comcast.net

Usher in the Year of the Tiger

Our 4th annual Lunar New Year celebration will be held on Friday, February 12th,
from 6 to 8 pm. This popular all-school cultural event will feature performers from:

Lieu Quan Lion Dance Troupe,
Morning Star Korean Dance Troupe
Kaze Daiko Taiko drummers,
Wedgwood students!

Come and view our students' creative artwork at "Asian Inspiration" the student art
walk. Learn about International Community Health Services (ICHS) and discover a
wonderful opportunity to give back to your community. Space is limited. Watch for
our pre-registration form coming soon.

Do you know how to make dumplings?

LNY committee is looking for a few dedicated parents to help out with one of our
most popular activities. We need 3-4 volunteers and we can continue to share this
tradition with our children. Contact Linda Powers at daplkp@comcast.net or call
206-525-8414 to be involved with this exciting event or any other Lunar New Year
(LNY) opportunity.

Lunar
New Year
Coming
Friday,
February
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